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www.nsacr.org.uk Winter 2021 

So the last edition of the 
year is here, and a 
reminder for you, (as if you 
really needed it), 

CHRISTMAS is coming…….  

Looking back to the end of November 
2020, we were terrified that Christmas was 
not to be.  And they were right!  We are 
hoping that this year Christmas will go 
ahead as normal (almost) as we can hope 
for; that we can see family and friends 
without too many problems.  And that 
means bell ringing too, hopefully, all over 
the place. 

 
Please enjoy this 
winter edition, and it 
comes with our best 
wishes for a happy, 
healthy Christmas and 
new year, Helen 
Thurstan, and Lydia 
Ernest, Editors. 

 

NSACR NEWS 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

All members are welcome – a reminder 
to book your tea prior to arrival. 

Saturday 4th December 2021 

Hosting: Eccleshall (8)    {ST21 6BY} 
 

3:00 - 5:00pm    Afternoon Ringing 
5:00 - 7:15pm    Service, Tea, AGM and 

  Business Meeting 

7:15 - 8:30pm    Evening Ringing 

View the previous Minutes and Agenda 
on our website. 

 

REPRESENTATION SOUGHT! 

Last edition, we reminded you that from 
the December meeting we will be needing 
Central Council Reps from our Association 
Members.  No-one has stepped forward as 
yet, the post(s) will remain vacant 
following the AGM.  Tim assures us that 
being a CC Rep is not a demanding 
role.  There may be a misconception that 
you have to be all – knowing and an 
advanced ringer. This is not the case! The 
rep, as the name implies, is merely there 
to represent our Association.  If you would 
like an informal chat about the role, what 
it entails, then I know that Tim or Jan Hine 
would be happy go through it with you.   

If you would like that informal chat with Tim, 
following the AGM, then please contact us; we 
will let Tim/Jan know that you are interested. 

Along with a change of names and faces 
for the Central Council, you will see a big 
change in Committee members following 
the AGM, as at least 4 members have done 
their 3-year tenure and will be standing 
down.  We are looking forward to seeing 
the new Committee members, whilst 
giving our grateful thanks to the ones 
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standing down, for jobs well done on our 
behalf. 

 

CCBBR 

Dove’s Guide for  

Church Bell Ringers 

A guide to towers throughout the world 
with bells used for change ringing and 
other bells of interest. 

First published in book form by Ronald H 
Dove in 1950, this is the online guide 
managed by the Central Council of Church 
Bell Ringers, now extended to include 
details of bells, frames, founders and 
projects.  

 
In February CCBBR announced an 
agreement reached between the Church 
Buildings Council (CBC) of the Church of 
England, and the Central Council, 
concerning the future collection and 
maintenance of data on bells and 
bellframes in its jurisdiction. Following 
months of considerable effort to bring 
together data on all known CofE places 
with bells, coupled with further 
development to accommodate these data, 
access has now been released to the Dove 
Bell Register to the wider public. The 
default searches still focus on full-circle 
rings, but it is now possible to widen this 
to CofE chimes, tubular chimes, 
hemispherical chimes and clock chimes. 
The number of bell collections has 
increased from 7,163 to 16,761, and the 
number of bells from 47,399 to 61,560. 
The new coverage statistics may be viewed 
here: 
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/stats.php.  

There is no pretence that these details are 
all complete or fully accurate, but rather 
that this is just the first stage to refine and 
improve the DBR’s accuracy now that it is 
available for public viewing. Additions and 
amendments are as always gratefully 
received. For the first time collections of 1 
and 2 bells hung for full-circle ringing are 
showing. Please note that inclusion does 
not imply that they are ringable and given 
that they are likely to receive less attention 
than the higher number rings, appropriate 
caution should be taken if they are ever 
visited. 

In further development, there is the new 
capability of searching for rings of bells by 
the same founder, optionally cast within a 
specified number of years of each other, 
the ability to sort rings by the age of the 
newest or oldest bell, and a new summary 
page giving the output of a particular 
founder which can be viewed by clicking 
on their name. 

 

NSACR QUARTER PEALS 

Since 18th September, when we last 
reported, a further 6 Quarters have been 
rung so far in 2021: 

High Offley, St Mary, Staffordshire 

Saturday, 25 September 2021 in 43m 

1320 Doubles (3m) 

St. Simons. Plain Bob. Grandsire. 
1 Duncan Davis 
2 Phil Michie 
3 Rosemary E Wright 
4 Trevor Wright 
5 Chris Adams (C)  

Rung on the day of the church fete as a  
Tribute to Olive Cliff, landlady of the Anchor  
Inn, High Offley, for 51 years, who died  
in April. 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcccbr.org.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C52897cb9d97d41d77b8708d9af39c977%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637733484985565442%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=iX6%2BFVL6GOWD73u4%2FwgDaZbAScPgm3X79SNoHBIqFzY%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcccbr.org.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C52897cb9d97d41d77b8708d9af39c977%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637733484985565442%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=iX6%2BFVL6GOWD73u4%2FwgDaZbAScPgm3X79SNoHBIqFzY%3D&reserved=0
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Stone, Staffordshire 

St Michael and St Wulfad 

Saturday, 2 October 2021 in 40m 

1260 Plain Bob Minor 
1 Rebecca Durham 
2 Leonard E Venables 
3 Susan Kingman 
4 Jennifer M Beech 
5 Margaret Simpson 
6 David C H Simpson (C)  

1: First of Minor for St Michael's Heritage  
Open Day  

 

Stoke on Trent, Staffordshire 

Minster Church of St Peter ad Vincula 

Sunday, 3 October 2021 in 43m 

1259 Grandsire Caters 

Composed by S G Jones 
1 Raymond H Daw 
2 Tim C Hine 
3 Robert W Barcroft 
4 Margaret Simpson 
5 David C H Simpson 
6 Rosemary E Wright 
7 Selwyn G Jones (C) 
8 David W Jack 
9 Chris Adams 
10 Nigel W Horritt  

Rung prior to Service of Collation of Rev  
Dr Megan Smith as Archdeacon of  
Stoke on Trent in presence of the Bishop  
of Lichfield, Bishop of Stafford and The Lord  
Lieutenant of Staffordshire. 
 

Haughton, Staffordshire 

St Giles 

Sunday, 17 October 2021 in 45m 

1260 Plain Hunt Singles 

1 Karen Powell  
2 Trevor Lock (C) 
3 Mervyn Lock 
4 Trevor Stacey 
5 Dick Bowler 

Rung for our harvest festival service. First  
quarter for Karen (well done). First quarter  
on the bells and for the local team since  
the relaxing of Lockdown. Jocelyne Lock,  
William Hall and Hilary Saunders wishes  
to be associated with this performance.  
Donations made to the upkeep of  
Bell Board, and to the North Staffs Bell  
Restoration Fund.  
 

Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire 

St Giles 

Saturday, 30 October 2021 in 50m 

1282 Cambridge Surprise Royal 
 

1 Raymond H Daw 
2 Trevor Lock 
3 R Jean Nixon 
4 David C H Simpson 
5 Margaret Simpson 
6 Selwyn G Jones 
7 Rosemary E Wright 
8 Lorna E Champney 
9 Chris Adams 
10 Christopher P Wilton (C)  

 

Stoke on Trent, Staffordshire 

Minster Church of St Peter ad Vincula 

Wednesday, 3 November 2021 in 45m 

1260 Plain Bob Royal 

1    Rosemary Wright (Eccleshall) 
2    Kathleen Matheson (nee Burton) (Pott Shrigley) 
3    Robert Barcroft (Horton & Stoke) 
4    Ray Daw (Conductor) (Stoke) 
5    Wendy Daw (Stoke) 
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6    Phil Langford (Leek) 
7    Melanie Curwen (nee Daw) Macclesfield) 
8    Duncan Matheson (Pott Shrigley) 
9    John Burton (Stone) 
10 Chris Adams (Eccleshall) 

Rung to celebrate the 50th Anniversary  
(3rd November) of the Dedication of the new 
ring of ten bells cast by Taylors.  

Ringers of 2, 6 and 9 rang in the first peal  
on the bells; Plain Bob Royal in  
September 1972.  
 
 

 

NSACR 100 CLUB 

The Association’s 100 Club to raise funds 
for the Bell Restoration Fund had another 
draw in October.  Members pay a 
subscription of £12 and are entered into 5 
draws through the year. There are four 
prize draws, usually at business meetings, 
and one Superdraw at the Association's 
AGM. Theat’s THIS WEEK!!  If fully 
subscribed the first prize will be £50 at the 
prize draws and £100 at the super draw. 

Joining, and so helping to support the Bell 
Restoration Fund, is simple, via our 
website.  

Winners for October 2021 – congrats! 

1st  Lee Cooke – Rolleston 
2nd Jackie Kent – Dilhorne 
3rd Di Stubbs – Cheadle CofE 
4th  Jenny Burrows – Eccleshall  

Prize Draw - October 2021 

 

ART CONFERENCE 

7th May 2022 

The Association of Ringing Teachers will be 
holding their annual conference in our part 
of the country and Annie Hall from ART, 

wrote to us with their plans.  So, this is a 
date for your diaries. 

The Conference will be held on Saturday 
7th May at the Erdington Academy in 
Birmingham. Transport links are excellent 
as the Academy can be found within 1 mile 
off junction 6 of the M6. The conference is 
later in the year than usual in order to 
minimise the risk the event has to be 
cancelled due to a winter Covid-19 
surge. In a break with tradition, the 
conference will be separate from the 
AGM, which will be held online on 
Saturday 5 March. 

The second day of the conference 
weekend, the 8th, will be hosted by the 
Stewardship and Management Workgroup 
of the CCCBR. Through the leadership of 
Alison Hodge, this workgroup offer advice 
and guidance on matters including 
insurance, tower management, risk 
assessment, church law, health and safety, 
etc.  

It is important to emphasise that the 
conference is open to anyone irrespective 
of ART Membership or even if they are an 
ART supporter or sceptic.  They tell us, 
they aren’t talking about ART, they’re 
talking about ringing – sharing what other 
people are doing and talking about topical 
events. People are welcome to attend 
both or just one of the days.   

The content is being finalised and will be 
on our website closer to the date.  

Please put the date in your diaries!   

If you need any further information, please 
contact Annie direct on 07802 728175. 
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TALK FROM THE TOWERS 

St Bartholomew's Church, 
Butterton, Maggie Risby 

Photo by @jamespictures.co.uk via @enjoystaffordshire 

There is no exciting news for us to tell you 
about at St Bartholomew's Church, which, 
as you know, is near Leek.  We are 'down' 
to only 3 on our team of ringers and rely 
on surrounding ringers for support.  Our 
building is locked due to Covid 19 and we 
await the day when we can reopen the 
doors and welcome everyone back. We are 
also in a period of Interregnum, ie, we do 
not have a vicar. Recent Covid regulations, 
enforced by the Lichfield Diocese, means 
that the procedure for advertising and 
appointing a new vicar is on hold.  

We have had trouble in the tower resulting 
in one snapped-but-about-to-be-spliced 
rope. It is inherently damp in the tower.  If 
you remember in the summer edition of 
Clappertrappings 2020 I told you that the 
tower was flooded out, because of 

rainwater getting into blocked gargoyles; 
this was subsequently dried and all 
checked out, but it remains a damp tower; 
we are taking more precautions on the bell 
ringing floor to prevent further damage of 
any sort. 

Take care everyone! 

 

Stone News – Margaret 
Simpson 

On Thursday 4th November we held our 
AGM and it was chaired by the Rector, 
Revd Ian Cardinal. 
He, along with the 
rest of the 
congregation are 
very pleased to 
hear the bells 
ringing again.   
Glenda  Rowley, 
who has now 
retired from 
ringing, was able 
to come to the 
meeting and she was presented with the 
certificate for Life membership of the 
North Staffs Association of Change Ringers  

in recognition of over 70 years’ service to 
bell ringing. 

Stone Ringers with Glenda  
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Rebecca Durham has now taken over as 
treasurer, David continues as Tower 
Captain and Jenny as tower 
correspondent. 

 

Stoke Minster 

Ray Daw, Tower Captain 

Belfry redecoration and 
Installation of a Dumb-bell 

I had been thinking for some time, about 
the possibility of obtaining a Dumb-bell for 
training purposes at Stoke Minster. Having 
seen and tried Lucy Naish's Saxilby 
Simulator which she has installed in her 
barn, I was most impressed with its design 
and how well it handled. I looked on the 
Sax-Sim website (very informative!) and 
contacted the maker, David Horrocks, who 
was very helpful. Next, I made enquiries 
about whether we would need a full 
Diocesan Faculty or whether we could 
obtain permission to proceed with a List B 
application to the Archdeacon. Our Rector 
who supported our scheme, was most 
helpful and asked the DAC for advice in 
February 2021. He was referred to the DAC 
Bell Advisor Peter Woollam (an old friend 
of mine!). At that time, Peter was not 
allowed to make any site visits because of 
the Covid restrictions, so he rang me and I 
explained what we wanted to do. We were 
advised in early April, to submit our 
application to the then temporary 
Archdeacon with detailed specifications, 
drawings and photos of the Dumb-bell and 
where we wanted to put it.  We received 
the Archdeacon's approval under List B 
regulations, on 21 April. This was subject 
to certain conditions such as: location of 
the “device” must not normally be visible 
to the public (!), it must not affect the 
protection of the building against 
lightning(!) and must not involve any 

alteration to the existing bells and their 
fittings. Also, any electrical work must be 
done by a Qualified Electrician – luckily, 
Andy Grove (one of our ringers) is so 
qualified. 

The next day (22 April), I submitted an 
order for the Dumb-bell. I then sent an 
email to all who ring at Stoke Minster 
telling them about the dumb-bell and 
asking for offers of help to re-decorate the 
ringing room before installation! We 
informed the Rector and DCC who 
approved of our intentions, and I was 
asked to prepare a Risk Assessment for all 
the work we intended to carry out. That 
was the tricky bit! 

We were offered the free loan of a set of 
scaffolding (a big “Thank you” to 
Margaret!). We managed to carry the 
planks and the 5ft x 3ft sections up the 
spiral staircase – a tight fit but there was 
just enough clearance. After taking down 
all the small peal boards and storing them 
up in the rope room, (we left the 4 big ones 
in place!), we first used the scaffold tower 
for access to paint the ceiling (Thanks to 
Rob and Jason!), then to paint the upper 
walls. In the meantime, Andy had replaced 
the light fittings with 2 new LED strips – 
how much brighter the room is now!! 

I collected the dumb-bell which had been 
dismantled (it all just fitted into the back of 
my estate car!) from Erdington on 
Thursday 27 May and stored it temporarily 
in our garage. The steel support frame was 
fabricated (for free!) at Cotes Heath and I 
collected it on 28 May. When Jason and I 
tried to get it up the stairs at Stoke, we 
found that it would not go through the 
bottom doorway!! Luckily, Jason had the 
answer – an angle grinder! With the end 
arm shortened – it went through and up 
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the stairs okay. I painted the metal frame 
in the belfry – red lead and black gloss. 

Using the scaffolding again, we lifted the 
frame to the right height and marked 6 
holes to be drilled in the walls for the 
supporting bolts. 

 

 

 

Saturday, 12th  June was the day of 
installation! First the support frame was 
attached to the walls at a height of 2.5 
metres - the recommended rope draught. 
Andy did a load test by swinging on it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assembly of the dumb-bell went better 
than expected – on its side (see photo!) 
before righting it and attaching the bell 
shaped heavy plates. 

I fitted the rope and the stay mechanism 
on Mon 14 June and Wendy gave it a first 
test ring (recorded on video). Between 
three of us, Wendy, Teressa and I gave all 
the wooden paneling and skirting boards 2 
coats of paint. I brought all the benches 
home one or two at a time, for repair and 
painting dark blue gloss. 

Thanks to Geoff and Margaret Burton for 
their generous offer to pay for the new 
carpet which was fitted on 9 July (we think 
the old one had been laid in the early 
1970's!). 

All the peal boards have been retrieved 
and refitted – some in new positions to 
make way for a tv screen and mini 
computer (with Abel installed) so that we 
can use them coupled to a signal from the 
dumb-bell. 

 

New Dumb-bell installed 

Jason Watts/Andy Grove carrying out the assembly 
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And that is the story of the Stoke Minster 
belfry refurbishment and installation of a 
dumb-bell for training purposes. The work 
has taken several months to complete but 
it has given us something rewarding to do 
during the Covid lockdown period when 
we were stopped from ringing. 

My very grateful thanks to everyone who 
has contributed in any way. 

We are already making good use of the 
dumb-bell - teaching our new recruits how 
to ring a bell (first at backstroke, then at 
handstroke, then both strokes together). It 
is even possible to teach them how to ring 
a bell up and down. Visitors are welcome!  

 

Stoke Minster 50th Anniversary 

On Sunday 7th November, the Vicar 
included prayers and readings in the Parish 
Communion Service appropriate to the 
occasion which we were celebrating - the 
50th anniversary of the dedication of the 
new ring of 10 bells and for preaching an 
appropriate sermon.  We had extra ringers 
(who normally come to our Tuesday night 
practice) that attended the Minster at 
10am so that we could ring all 10 bells 
specially for the occasion; they also read 
the Ringers’ Prayer of Dedication and 2 
ringers read lessons. 

We were treated to small cakes and wine 
and fruit juice following the practice on the 
Tuesday prior to the Quarter, from the 
Vicar, again, really thoughtful and a 
pleasant change. 

We rang a good Quarter Peal on 
Wednesday evening, the actual 
anniversary date. The team who rang 
included 3 ringers (from Stone, Leek and 
Pott Shrigley) who were in the first peal on 
the new bells rung in September 1972.  
The rest of the team have all rung lots of 

quarter peals at Stoke Minster, so we all 
know the bells well. 

The Quarter has been reported earlier in 
this edition, but the band below shows the 
Tower where each ringer hails from. 

So, on Wednesday, 3 November 2021 at 
Stoke Minster, 1260 changes of Plain Bob 
Royal rung in 45 minutes, rung to mark the 
50th anniversary of the Dedication of the 
new ring of 10 bells in this tower. 

 
The photo was taken after the QP and shows from the left: 
Phil, Mel, Chris, Rosemary, John, Duncan, Kath, Rob, 
Wendy & Ray 

 

News from Keele - Phil Gay 

We have settled into a fairly steady 
almost-post-covid routine, with 
unrestricted practices and fortnightly 
Sunday ringing. Ventilation in the ringing 
chamber is maximised by opening two 
windows and removing the door, which 
gives a good flow of air. 

Woodlands Wednesday got going again on 
October 13th with a peal of minor, and on 
November 5th we rang a peal of Superlative 
to commemorate the bicentenary of the 
first one, which was also the first peal of 
surprise ever rung. Practices at Keele have 
suffered from a range of absences – 
ringing is not their highest priority for most 
of the band – but we have managed to ring 
every week. 
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When we rang half-muffled on 
Remembrance Sunday, I thought the 
muffling was not as effective as it used to 
be, and I wondered whether we need a 
new set of muffles. The guidelines for 
Operation London Bridge have been 
published, and this is one of the few 
occasions when full muffling is customary, 
but we would need two new sets to be 
able to do that properly. Several years ago 
we borrowed a set from Betley to try fully 
muffled ringing on Good Friday, but with 
two unmatched sets it was not a success. 

Our fortnightly Sunday visits to Madeley 
have continued, with ringing on four more 
frequent than on more bells, and I have 
introduced the band to my favourite 
minimus method, Oxford Treble Bob. 
Several methods turn out to be double 
when rung on four, and Oxford, along with 
St Simons, is one of them. 

We usually try to ring a peal at Woodlands 
for Cumberlands’ peal weekend in 
November, and this year was no 
exception. But we had to make a late 
change of plan as one of the original eight 
tested postive the previous week, so we 
had to ring minor. On Sunday November 
21st three ringers from Staffordshire and 
three from Leicestershire  failed to ring a 
peal but managed a quarter. The 
Leicestershire connection dates back to 
the time when two members of the 
Sapcote band, initially Richard Angrave 
and then Stephen Harvey, were students 
at Keele and we became friendly with their 
families. Neil and Alison Harvey were in 
the band, and Mick Angrave was the covid 
absentee. Ro always cooks a splendid 
apres-peal supper, which I always tell the 
band is not a Robinson. This is based on the 
behaviour of the late Rev F E Robinson, the 
first thousand-pealer, who often used to 
invite bands to ring peals with him in his 

parish church. If the peal was successful, 
he would invite them to supper at the 
rectory, but if they lost it they were sent 
straight home – no peal, no supper. 

 

News from Cheadle 

  

And finally, something to cheer you up 
from Jim Plant, of Cheadle, who sent us 
these photos.  You might recognise Lucy 
Naish?  Jim sent us these photos a while 
ago, but we hung on to them for an 
appropriate time when they might cheer 
us up.  And this is that moment!  Lucy 
recalls:  

“I’d forgotten about those photographs 
but seeing them reminded me how cold 
that day was.   It was the switching on of 
the Cheadle Christmas lights about 
2003/4. We got the costumes from the 
Alton Towers dramatic department and 
the donkey was called Mighty.” 
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Pear and Chocolate Upside 
Down Cake 

This vanilla infused chocolate and pear 
cake from Margaret Carnall looks fantastic 
when turned out to reveal the beautiful, 
sliced pears. What a treat for wintery 
nights! 

Ingredients 
4 small ripe pears peeled halved and cored 
100g unsalted butter 
80g caster sugar 
2 eggs 
80g self-raising flour 
½. Tsp baking powder 
70ml milk 
50g dark chocolate melted and cooled 
slightly 
1tsp vanilla extract 
35g Cocoa 
20cm loose bottom tin 
Heat oven 180o 

Method 

Grease tin or line with baking parchment. 

Arrange the pears cut side down in the tin. 

In a large bowl beat together butter and 
sugar until pale and creamy. 

Gradually beat in the eggs and milk with a 
little of the flour. 

Stir in the melted chocolate and vanilla 
extract, fold in the remaining flour and 

baking powder and the cocoa.  Place on 
top of the pears and smooth with a pallet 
knife. Bake for 25 -30 minutes or until 
springy to the touch. Or a knife comes out 
clean. 

Let it cool in the tin. Turn out onto a plate 
pear side up. 

Whip some double cream and pipe around 

the edges or drizzle some melted 
chocolate over the top.   

Visit: www.easyfundraising.org.uk or: 

Download the app on a smartphone or 
tablet.  You can set the app to give a 
donation to our cause every time you buy 
a product from any major online retailer 
such as: eBay, Amazon, Argos, M+S and 
many more. 

 

FURTHER INFORMATION 
All information can be found on our website.  It is 
recommended that you check the website regularly in case 
of any changes to events and updates on the Pandemic and 
returning to ringing.    https://www.nsacr.org.uk/

 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
https://www.nsacr.org.uk/

