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RINGING THE CHANGES

SALLY FORTH!

Bells provide the grand soundtrack to our
historic moments, call out for our
celebrations and toll sadly in empathy
with our grief.

Welcome to the Summer edition of
ClapperTrappings.
We find ourselves
in really difficult
times and I hope
this finds you well.
In the last edition
you were asked
what we as an
Association should
be focusing on in
the future. Plans
were made for us to take part in
Challenge Month (May) and together we
looked forward to a Striking Competition
in June. Sadly, not only did we not get a
chance to challenge ourselves, we had to
stop ringing altogether and the Striking
Competition was cancelled. Nevertheless,
the new normal that is social distancing
has not meant that our bands and our
ringers have not kept in touch. I am
amazed at my own learning in respect of
new technologies including Zoom, Google
Hangouts and House Party and I know
that many of you have also risen to the
challenge of staying connected in a virtual
world. You may be wondering, what is
the point of a ClapTraps with no ringing
going on? But read on dear ringers, read
on! You will be amazed, amused and
informed!

The bitter-sweet sound of just one bell or
the majesty of a whole peal, has become
part of the English heritage and much of
the country’s history can be traced
through the history of its bells.
They call us to wake, to pray, to work, to
arms, to feast and, in times of crisis, to
come together. Above all, bells are the
sound of freedom and peace as in World
War II they hung silently until the day
they could ring in the peace.
Taken from:
https://www.bellringing.org/history
Regarding COVID-19, Chris Adams, our
Webmaster, has updated the NSACR
website with the latest guidance from the
Central Council and the Bishop of
Lichfield. (Thanks, Chris.) This will be
ongoing, as and when we receive
updates.
COVID-19 has meant that our everyday
lives have changed dramatically. Let’s
hold on to our shared passion for bell
ringing and look forward, together, to
brighter days ahead.

I hope you enjoy this edition and I look
forward to ringing alongside you very
soon, with best wishes, Helen Thurstan,
Editor
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ADVENTURES IN
CYBERSPACE

challenge therefore is to get you to read
all of them! There certainly was a time
when if there was an item in a ringing
newsletter titled “Central Council Report”
you would be flicking on and trying to do
the crossword.

I have recently discovered a couple of
blogs, thanks to Tim Hine, who, along
with his wife Jan, are our Central Council
Reps (CCCBR), and you can find the
website here: www.cccbr.org.uk
Each and every one of Simon Linford’s
blogs is a page-turner - not that that
makes any sense in my new world of online - but I’m referring to his compelling
style, frank and direct approach, passion
and creativity. Different! Simon Linford is
the new(ish) President of the Central
Council of Church Bell Ringers, a body, to
my shame, I have not paid much attention
to before. If like me, you have not, now is
your time to sit up and pay attention.
Simon, who entitled one of his blogs,
“Captain’s Blog Stardate 2020.2.15” is a
leader with a purpose. He is keen to
emphasise that, “The Council is not sitting
in some ivory tower” and if you’ve
assumed that the Central Council would
only be useful for updates on the ‘Miley
Cyrus’ as Simon refers to COVID-19, you’d
be mistaken.
The Central Council’s
website contains lots of useful
information for individuals, bands and
Associations and there’s lots to get
involved in. Let me encourage you to
read the President’s blogs as a starting
point. If you then tell me that you’re not
a teeny weeny bit interested, I’ll eat my
virtual hat!

I didn’t ask to be President of the Central
Council. I did six years of being College
Youths Representative many years ago
before deciding my time was better spent
working on my own initiatives. I was like
many of my peers – happily enjoying
ringing despite the Council. But I was
asked to be President out of the blue
when Chris O’Mahoney had to go back to
Australia before the end of his term of
office.
Forgive me now because I am going to
blow my own trumpet slightly, but it will
give you some context. I do a lot of very
high powered ringing. I have called lots of
record peals of spliced, I have more 12
bell competition winning certificates than
I can afford frames for, I can learn
methods so fast I daren’t tell you because
you’ll hate me. That part of my ringing is
not real life for most ringers.

SIMON LINFORD
President, Central Council of
Church Bell Ringers
Inspired by my 1000 word blogs, Helen
has asked me to say 1000 words about
myself and/or the Central Council. My
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So it’s the other end of the scale that’s
important. Every Saturday morning after
parkrun I will be at the Birmingham
School of Bell Ringing teaching ringing.
Every Thursday evening I will be at
Moseley teaching kids. I have done ten
years of being Master of the St Martin’s
Guild and we have made great leaps in
inclusivity at all levels of ringing. There

now we are implementing the ideas
within it.
If you read a few of my blogs, and I know
Helen will try and persuade you to, you
will hopefully get the sense that I just
have an enthusiasm for getting things
moving and believe that if I can engage
the enthusiasm of others we can achieve
a lot. The Council is not sitting in
some ivory tower. We are just ringers
like anyone else who are trying to do
things for the good of ringing that cannot
be done as effectively at the local level. I
think I am gradually winning people over.
There are fewer critics.

is nothing better than the look on
someone’s face when they do
something they didn’t think they
could do, whether it is a first ever
call change sequence, a quarter of
Bob Doubles or a peal of Orion.

When I learned to ring I was very lucky as
I never hit a barrier to my own progress. It
upsets me that some people do not fulfil
their potential because the opportunities
are not presented to them. Too many
ringers are frustrated by hitting a barrier
to their own progress. It annoys me that
not enough people “send the elevator
back down.” These are things the
Strategic Priorities are hoping to do
something about. For instance we have
committed to organising two new
residential courses next year to build on
the success of courses run in Hereford
and Bradfield. I am also hoping to recruit
the ‘Cast of 1000’ – experienced ringers
prepared to turn out and help at focused
practices aimed at helping people to
achieve things that cannot be done with
local resources. I have got two new
Workgroups established which are
looking at how we get ringing into schools
and embedded in youth organisations,
and how we stop young ringers giving up
when they go to university.

When I was asked to consider being
President of the Council, my first reaction
was that I couldn’t let the St Martin’s
Guild down. But then I realised I had been
Master 10 years, and actually we were
probably both due for a change. My wife
(and adviser) Eleanor said, “If you really
want to make a difference, you have got
to do it on the biggest stage.” She also
knew that I was swapping a job from
which I had no exit strategy, for one with
a time limit!
Kicking the Central Council has long been
a bit of a sport. Many ringers see it as
irrelevant or ineffective. So in 2017 it
embarked on a ‘strategic review’ and
came up with a reforming agenda that the
rank and file did not believe would get
voted through. The so-called ‘CRAG
review’ proposed widespread change,
which was then implemented.
I came in on the back of that, to a new
structure and a sense of mission, but
maybe without a complete sense of what
was possible. After 100 days of watching
and listening I wrote the ‘Strategic
Priorities 2020 and Beyond’ paper, and

One thing I learned from the Birmingham
School is that we need to make sure

that people who do not progress
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the Association, and one way of changing
that, bringing new ideas to it, is to be
involved.

into method ringing don’t think
they have failed. I have just written an
article about this for The Ringing World. I
am fascinated by how in Devon they are
comfortable with the pursuit of
excellence in call change ringing rather
than pursuit of progress in methods. ART
(Association of Ringing Teachers)

Being on the Committee means that you
will be getting absolutely the most and
the best out of our Association and
everything that bell ringing brings with it.
And alongside that you can use your skills
and experience, talents and abilities to
great advantage for the members of the
Association, support the Association,
hopefully making things happen that you
would like to see happen.

www.ringingteachers.org is already
looking at how to change their Learning
the Ropes programme to accommodate
this.
When Helen asked me to write this she
said she had only been ringing four years
and hence was at the ‘bottom of the food
chain’. I don’t see it that way. It needs
people who have only been ringing four
years to explain the needs of less
experienced ringers. That you have a
newsletter editor who has only been
ringing four years is good. My own St
Martin’s Guild has just appointed a
secretary who only recently learned at
our School and we’re proud of that.

One key
post that
we really
cannot
allow to
become
vacant is
the Treasurer. It is an important role, but
not a difficult one. Lisa Horritt, who is our
current Treasurer, assures us that it does
not take up a lot of time and the workload
is like running your household bills
accounts, with basic numeracy and IT
skills being the requirement. She went on
to say that in a busy year she would
perhaps do 2-3 grant applications, some
years there may be none. Income comes
from surplus association funds, 100 club
income and PCC donations. Then again,
there is a lot you can choose to get
involved in.
During Lisa’s time as
Treasurer, she has been involved in GDPR
improvements and reorganisation of the
BRF (BRF stands for ‘Bell Restoration
Fund’) Trustees, ensuring that the
Association
was
complying
with
requirements for Charities.

Please give the Central Council a chance
to prove its value. If nothing else, read my
blogs and see what we are doing.
Simon Linford

PLEASE THINK ABOUT…
volunteering for our
Committee
I hesitate to be as cheesy and say “your
association needs you”, but it really is
true.
Our Committee members are
volunteers and towards the end of this
year, some of those Committee posts are
going to become available. (In fact, our
Education Officer role is vacant now.)
Just to be clear, our Committee members
help to execute the mission and vision of

If you would like to be on the Committee,
you will need to get someone to
nominate and second you for the post
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prior to the AGM in December. Lisa is
happy to chat to members if anyone
would like to talk about the Treasurer’s
role without any commitment.

good to get advice off other very
experienced ringers. Every time I’m in a
bell tower whether I’m ringing or
watching, I pick up little tips on
techniques or call changes and will
hopefully get better with lots of practice.
I really enjoy bell ringing nights and would
say I have definitely ‘got the bug’ so to
speak and hope to continue for many
years. Who knows, in 10-years or so, I
may be ready to do a peal!

There will be a role descriptor on the
website in due course for the Treasurer’s
post, along with other vacant posts, and
there will be lots of information and
where to go for more, should you need it.
NEW TO BELL RINGING

Ed: Written before Covid-19 struck; for all Tower
Captains
with
learners, it will be
important to keep
new ringers like Gill
motivated
and
involved.

Gill Smith, Dilhorne
Sitting on the
bench
watching all
the
experienced
ringers,
I
watch
in
wonder,
hoping I will
get to grips
with
bell
control. My
first
few
attempts didn’t go too well, I see people
moving away from me as I once again try
to do the back and hand strokes together
only to have the bell come down on me in
another failed attempt. It was very
daunting having everyone watch as I had
another failed attempt. As embarrassed
as I was, people watching started to
comment on the little things I was doing
and giving me advice. My teachers and
other bell ringers have been so supportive
and encouraging. When listening to these
bits of advice, concentrating on using the
techniques I’d been told, it all started
clicking into place and before long I was
ringing in rounds with more confidence.
I’ve been to a couple of call change
evenings at different towers and again it’s

FOND MEMORIES
By Jenny Beech
I would like to share my memories and
this photograph of me, with Ruth
Fairbrother on her 80th birthday taken at
Wolsley Garden Centre where Ruth
visited many times. Ruth has her arm in a
sling after dislocating her shoulder in a fall
when walking by the canal.
I have known Ruth for 57 years when I
first met my husband, Frank. He and Ted
(Ruth’s husband) grew up together in
Woodseaves. Ruth and Ted were married
in June 1952 in a Methodist Chapel near
Leek and the four of us went bellringing
when and wherever we could. As Ruth
and I attended different Methodist
churches, and Frank and I wanted to get
married in St Mary's church Stafford, we
decided to go to confirmation classes
together, and we were confirmed at High
Offley church three days before my
marriage to Frank in May 1964.
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Marian Owen 1939 – 2020

(L-R Jenny Beech, Iris Evans, Janet Morrall, Mary
Dunford, and Ruth Fairbrother)

Jan Hine
Marian Owen (nee Cotton) was a wellknown ringer for many years in
Staffordshire. She was a person of
amazing warmth and vitality. Devoted to
her family, the church and ringing, she
played a significant part in the life of the
village at Ingestre. When Michael Portillo
made a programme about Ingestre and its
unusual church, nobody was surprised
that he recorded an interview with
Marian. This short note attempts to do
justice to what Marian did for ringing in
the local area and is largely based on a
eulogy delivered, at Marian’s funeral, by
the Reverend Elaine Evans, herself a
ringer.

We were joined on our bellringing
excursions by George Morrall from the
Shropshire Association and as we were all
lacking in experience we were not put off
by our many failed attempts at peals and
quarter peals. George's wife, Janet is in
the photo. The lady next to Ruth is Mary
Dunford, daughter of Roy

Marian was born in April 1939 in
Wolverhampton to Lily and Wilfred
Cotton. She had an older brother,
Maurice. The family lived in Sedgley until
Marian was about 8, when they moved to
Edgmond.

Mowforth who was tower captain at
Penkridge for many years. The other lady
is Iris a very dear friend and wife of John
Evans who we all know was a faithful, well
loved Stafford bellringer and always well
supoported by Iris. Ruth and I used to
meet up at a pub near Stafford with Janet,
now living in Broughton near Chester, and
Mary who lives in Melton Mowbray, on a
six monthly basis to reminisce about the
times when, as young married couples,
we used to go camping and walking every
month throughout the year in the late
60s, early 70s, mostly with Ted doing the
leading.

When she left school she became an
apprentice metallurgist at Round Oak
steelworks in the Black Country. Upon
completion of her apprenticeship she
began work for English Electric in Stafford
and here met her husband, Denis. They
were married at St Peter’s church,
Edgmond in April 1965. They made their
home in Stafford, where their children
David, Robert and Anne were born.

So I have many happy memories of life in
the open air together with many ringing
hours in exciting places with my dear
friend Ruth.

Bellringing had been an important part of
Marian’s life since she was a teenager,
learning to ring at Edgmond. She
conducted the first peal by an all local
band at Edgmond in 1963, one of the 4
peals that she rang, all of Bob minor, in
the early 1960s.
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Every June for many years, Marian
organised the bellringing part of the
Stafford St Mary’s Open Door project,
where primary school children were taken
up to the ringing chamber to learn about
bellringing.
Marian organised the monthly Tuesday
Daytime band for over 20 years, ensuring
that she chose to visit two towers which
were near to a decent pub for a good
lunch in between. Marian also served as
reporter to the Central Council of
everyone in North Staffs who was
involved in ringing for the Millennium –
these names were inscribed in a
commemorative book.

Marian and Denis were members of the
North Staffs Association of Change
Ringers (NSACR). Marian served as Chair
for 3 years in the late 1990s and also as
Public Relations Officer. She was made a
Life member of the NSACR in 2016, but by
then was no longer ringing.

When Death Watch beetle was
discovered in the roof timbers at Ingestre
in 2000 and the church had to be closed,
Marian became treasurer of the small
committee that was formed. She was
tireless in seeking grants from many
different organisations and meticulous in
managing the restoration fund. As a result
of her efforts, the church and its beautiful
ceiling were saved and the ring of 6 bells
refurbished, retuned and rehung. Marian
and Denis were subsequently invited to a
Garden party at Buckingham Palace.

The Lichfield Diocesan mobile belfry
project began in 1997/8, involving two
members from each of the three societies
in the Lichfield diocese; Marian was one
of the NSACR reps. Later, when the belfry
was set up as a charity, she was one of
the elected trustees for many years.
Marian worked tirelessly for the belfry
both in its construction phase and when it
became operational. She and Denis made
the display boards and she made the tent
for the working model which had been
made by Phil Gay, to demonstrate the
belfry’s feasibility. Marian was the
booking secretary for many years, a
crucial role in getting the belfry up and
running.
Marian and Denis were members of the
Ingestre band but also rang regularly at
Stafford. Sunday mornings saw Marian
attending the 8am Communion service at
St John’s in Stafford then going to St
Mary’s to ring for the 9.30am service
before going out to Ingestre to ring for
the 11.15 service, along with Denis.

Denis died in 2010. Marian continued
serving as Tower Captain at Ingestre for a
number of years. In latter years her health
declined and she moved to a nursing
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home, where she could receive more care
than was possible in her own home.
Eventually more nursing care was needed
and she moved to Autumn House in Stone
where, after 4 months her life came to an
end on 13 February.

In recent years, cheese has become
ubiquitous on Welsh Colleges’ tours,
usually appearing late at night after the
pubs have closed. As a result, it seemed
appropriate to have a curated virtual
cheese evening on what would have been
the Saturday night of tour.

Marian’s funeral service was held at
Ingestre church on 3 March. Many NSACR
ringers attended, several of whom rang
before the service, with the local band
ringing Marian into church.

The Mousetrap Cheese Shop in Hereford
offers online ordering and home delivery
across the UK and Waitrose Cellar sells
wine for Click and Collect from your
nearest store or home delivery. For this
event, the suggested cheeses and a red
and white wine were all from British
producers. A guide to the cheeses and
wines with space for notes was circulated
before the start of the event for people to
print at home.

WELSH COLLEGES’
CHEESE EVENING
Rhiannon Meredith (via Tim
Hine)
A virtual
border

glimpse

over

the

The
curated
selection was:

The Welsh Colleges’ Easter tour 2020 was
due to be held in the Cardiff area on 2nd5th April, but as with so many things it was
cancelled due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
As a touring society with members spread
across the country that left us with the
prospect of many months without seeing
each other, and with most people having
regular video conferences through work
the obvious choice was to do something
similar with a more social perspective.
Jan and Tim Hine (below) are members.

Dorstone, Mrs Kirkham’s Lancashire, Finn,
Perl Las, and the wines were from Wales
and Staffordshire. However, the idea was
always to keep it inclusive, and happily,
those that were unable or unwilling (or
too disorganised) to order the specified
cheeses still joined in with whatever they
had in the house. This included Dairylea
triangles from one ‘connoisseur’.
Over the course of the evening over thirty
people joined in, including members from
as far flung places as Stafford, Suffolk,
Washington DC, and, errr, Wales. Much
like the first evening of tour in the pub
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there was a little cheer and a flurry of
waving whenever someone new arrived.
Of course, anything like this online is not
the same as doing it in real life.
Simultaneous side conversations are
impossible, so it was necessary to focus
on one household at a time. And just like
the Eurovision Song Contest, we took
turns to hear from all juries. Having the
cheese to talk about gave it a bit of
structure, but we also managed to catch
up with everyone’s lives. With a number
of keyworkers present we were proud to
hear about our friends’ vital jobs in
hospitals and frontline services, and the
rest shared their experiences of the
pitfalls of work video conferencing
(always remember to mute and unmute,
and don’t stand up if you’re not wearing
any trousers). As well as the evening
being a huge amount of fun we were
reminded that a key part of Welsh
Colleges’ is that our friendships endure
and are just as strong whether separated
by time, distance, or quarantine.

booking in visiting bellringers, and she
tells us: “Just prior to lockdown we had
an emergency in the Tower at St
Bartholomew’s. Rain water got in due to
the gargoyles being blocked and we were
flooded out! Everything was dried out
and checked, ready to go again and then
comes the lockdown. Like others in the
Diocese the churches were locked and all
bell ringing activities were cancelled (can't
even say postponed!)
Butterton History Group had plans for a
weekend event for VE Day 75 during 8-10
May. We had booked a full peal, but
sadly it's not to be. Best wishes to you all
and stay sane and safe, Maggie”

Maggie went on to suggest that perhaps
at the end of all this, all churches can ring
out their bells as they did for the end of
WWII, which I for one certainly think is
something we should be trying to plan
for.

NEWS FROM THE TOWERS
Biddulph
John Hazeldine tells us that there is not a
lot going on at Biddulph, like everywhere
else I guess, but he went on to say:
“Every Sunday morning since lockdown I
ring the tenor bell up then drop it
between 10.30 and 11.00. I have started
some bell maintenance, ie some new
pivot bolts to which the clapper swings
and will be painting the belfry door very
soon. Keep well and safe, to all, John.”

Above, Butterton’s Thankful Bell donated by the Keltek
Trust, now in pride of place along with our other 5 bells,
and of course, St Bartholomew’s, Butterton, below.

Butterton
Maggie Risby sent us greetings saying that
technically she is not the Tower Captain
but the 'Go To person' when it comes to
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Ellastone - Hilary Dowson

Sandon,
Ken
Tower Captain

The Ellastone band usually practises late
afternoon and since our first practice, we
have always finished back at the closest
house with tea and home made cake. We
have been ringing as a new band since
November 2018 and consequently have
consumed quite a lot of cake in that time.
We work on the principle that we use a
fair amount of energy climbing the spiral
stairs to the ringing chamber and then a
two hour practice uses a good amount of
calories, so we are no rounder now than
when we first started. This is perhaps as
well as the stairs are very narrow!

Pemberton,

Riotous Ringers
Bell ringing in churches wasn’t always as
civilised as it is now. I have been sorting
through documents at All Saints, Sandon,
that were to be archived.
In the
transcription by John Charlesworth, in
1946, of the Sandon Parish Book 1672 to
1945, in the Minutes, apart from
appointing Churchwardens, Constables,
Overseers of the poor, Surveyor of the
Roads and Collector of Taxes, were
several comments about the bellringers.
At a Vestry Meeting on the 21st day of
August 1845, it was ordered that “A new
floor be put in the Tower about Seven
feet from the ground to make a chamber
for the Ringers to ring in, so as to prevent
the noise & disorder which has hitherto
occurred, by the nearness of the Belfry to
the Church Porch.”

So, we decided that during lock down, we
would continue this well rehearsed
tradition and hold a virtual ringers’ tea via
a Zoom meeting each week at the same
time as our weekly practice to consume
home made cake and tea in our own
homes. This has been great for keeping in
touch, however, we are not getting the
same calorie usage..... sitting on the chair
drinking tea and eating cake and chatting
does not seem to use up very many, so
we are all making good use of our daily
exercise with cycle rides and long walks,
which we report back on each week.

In March 1856 the bell ringers were
“admonished a second time to keep the
belfry and tower free from nuisance and
keys be furnished in order to keep boys
out, on pain of dismissal” In April 1857
the ringers were told to keep the lower
part of the tower clean.

We alerted the village to the fact that we
would not be able to ring back in March
and have had two enquiries since of
potential new ringers, which is very
positive.

Historically, by the 1700s bellringers
operated independent of the incumbent
and were seen as layabouts and drunks,
as the few shillings earned ringing was
often transferred quickly from the church
tower to the village inn, with attendance
at church no part of bell ringing. Could
this be why many towers have their
access up stairways on the outside of the
Tower? This behaviour deteriorated even
further, resulting in 1839 in the
Cambridge Camden Society, on behalf of
the Church of England, nationally leading
a “spring clean” of towers and ringers,

Perhaps not much to do with ringing, but
good support from band members, and
we very much look forward to the day we
can go back to our ringing chamber.
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including ringers coming under the
control of the rector.

probably when Nicholson’s do the
installation of Stafford Bells.

Obviously
in
Sandon
this
was
accomplished by “hiding” the ringers
higher up the Tower, whereas nationally,
in many churches Ringing Chamber floors
were removed so that ringers rang on the
ground floor and could be seen and
controlled.

The next job we need to do is to install
the Bagley Simulator. We have all the
parts sitting in a box in my house, and a
computer and speakers ready, just
waiting to be allowed to get started.
Caverswall, Margaret Carnall,
Tower Captain

Dilhorne,

Ringing for VE
Day on the 8th
May. (She had
also recruited
her neighbours
up to do the
same.)

Jackie Kent, Tower Captain
The Dilhorne band rang
from home on VE Day,
and each individual video
was patched together
into a complete video,
with photos from VE day
in between. Sadly our
church gates were closed. Nevertheless,
the video was posted on All Saints
Church’s FB page; everybody loved it, and
we felt like we’d done our bit!

Stone, Lizanne Pettit
Like you, Stone has been meeting each
week via Zoom. I have to thank Peter
Burgess for organising and running all
sessions. As I am not very fond of
technology, he nursed me through how to
find, set up and engage with both Zoom
and WhatsApp.

Ipstones, David Jack, Tower
Captain
The Sound Control has now been
installed, but as it was done in the week
lockdown started, it has not been tested
and sound levels
recorded. 3 bells
were rung up to
check that they
were not fouling
the insulation and
one of our ringers,
Robert White, was
outside. He
reported that the
bell sounded 500
yards away so that has got to be recorded
as a successful installation. One of the
shutters fouls the roof access ladder so
will be modified once lockdown is over,

Each week we meet up. After our news
session, we have a quiz, trying to
recognise churches in Staffordshire. This
is done by Margaret Simpson who sends
10 pictures via WhatsApp each Monday,
then on Thursday we get the answers. I
believe Margaret has already put it on the
web site for general use. We then have a
light-hearted quiz, run by different
people.
We have tried virtual ringing via the
ringing room app. So far we have found it
is much more accurate if everyone
involved is on their computer rather than
a tablet or phone. Again, Peter has set
this up for us. Obviously it's not the same,
but it focuses the mind and is quite
amusing!
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An odd Ode from Ray Daw
or
How does a microscopic virus
stop bells ringing?

That's us, so far. Hopefully for not too
much longer.
Spirits up (or down - mine's red wine Lizanne)

This is a strangely quiet land
The bells, they are not ringing
Our churches, they are clos-ed down
The choirs, they are not singing.

(Ed: on that note,
here’s one of my
favourite
WhatsApp posts –
I received it about
5 times, so clearly
it was popular
with lots…..)

What has happened to make this so,
whatever is the reason?
It must be something serious
To spoil our Easter season
The telly news is always on
about some flippin' virus
we've all be told to stay indoors
the result can only tire us?

POETRY CORNER
Entry posted by Rosemarie
Harris, via an Eccleshall Ringer,
apologies to Wordsworth

This crisis started far away
out east, some Chinese town
The people there fell very sick
Like flies, they were struck down.

I wandered lonely as a cloud
Two metres from the madding crowd
When all at once my name was called
To enter Waitrose hallowed hall.

This deadly virus soon was spread
around the world so quick
It came to Europe, then to us
so many folk went sick.

This was the pensioners’ special hour.
I’d gone to get a bag of flour.
But I forgot, when through the door,
What I had gone to Waitrose for.

Coronavirus is it's name
some people call it Covid
Whatever name you care to give
It really is quite horrid.

The Waitrose staff are extra kind.
I told them it had slipped my mind.
They asked what else I had forgot
They clearly thought I’d lost the plot.

So as requested, stay indoors
It must be all our hopes
Stay safe, stay fit, time will pass
We'll soon be back ont ropes!

I phoned my wife again to ask.
She reminded me of this special task:
“I need some flour to bake a cake
with all that cream you made me take.”
“Ah yes I recall” I had to lie.
I dared not ask what flower to buy.
But then I saw them next to the tills
A bunch of golden daffodils!
Author Unknown.
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mixture and line ramekins or a med size
dish with the soaked fingers.

CARNALL PLEASURES
Simple
Recipes
Lockdown Towers

from

Beat the mascarpone and condensed milk
together; in a separate bowl whip the
cream to soft peaks, fold into the
mascarpone mixture, add the rest of the
Baileys. Add mixture to the soaked
sponge fingers, spread all over, add a
layer of grated chocolate, then repeat,
sponge, mascarpone mixture, finish with
some grated chocolate on top. Chill for 30
minutes.

Fridge Cake
You can put anything you like into this
Fridge Cake–sultanas, raisins, apricots,
cherries, any nuts, crunchie bars, marsh
mellows, meringue, Mars bars, twirls,
anything you have to hand chopped or
broken up. All you need are:200g.digestive biscuits, or ginger, or rich
tea, custard creams, hobnobs, or any
biscuits. Put into a plastic bag and crush
with a rolling pin.

Enjoy the recipes from my Dessert!!
Island Lockdown, from Margaret.

150g butter.
1 tbls golden syrup
100/150g nuts
100/150g Cherries etc, or a mixture
150g dark chocolate, or a mixture of
white/dark /milk chocolate

QUIZALICIOUS
A couple of the quizzes we’ve had fun
with.
This one is about the Towers in our
Association – from Chris Adams – cute!

Melt butter and golden syrup in a pan,
add crushed biscuits, stir, then add
whatever you like. Add nuts etc stir, and
pour into the tin, flatten with the back of
a spoon, leave to cool in the fridge. Melt
the chocolate in a basin over hot water,
don't let the basin touch the water,
spread over the top of your cake; leave to
cool for a while, then cut up into fingers.
Tiramisu Pots
300ml cold black coffee
50ml Baileys or any liqueur
Sponge fingers or amaretti biscuits. If
using ramekins break the sponge fingers
into thirds.
250g mascarpone cheese
50ml condensed milk
250ml double cream
Pour the coffee into a shallow tray, and
mix in half the Baileys, dip the sponge
fingers or amaretti biscuits into the
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From Stone

Answers on the website soon…..

A reminder, for your news, articles,
learning outcomes, great ideas,
photographs, updates, please email
us
by
mid
August
on
newsletter@nsacr.org.uk

Dates correct at time of print – to
keep up to date with everything,
please go to the website at
www.nsacr.org.uk
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