Clappertrappings
Newsletter of the North Staffordshire Association of Change Ringers
Ringing the changes across the county
www.nsacr.org.uk
Autumn 2019
and collating them with the newsletter –
COMMS UPDATE
if you could get them out to our members
Hello to you all, and WELCOME to the
and back to David as soon as possible,
Autumn edition of ClapperTrappings,
that would be great. Please ensure you
fondly known by me (and many of you
use the full Association name on
now) as ClapTraps. Thank you for your
cheques.
very kind comments about the last
edition; you need to know, I couldn’t have
done it without you, so thank you for you
contributions. Keep them coming!

WHAT IS THIS ‘ART’? An
article from Lesley Belcher,
ART Chair

I have spoken to the Committee, who are
very much in agreement with us printing
off more paper copies as I have been
asked for many extra copies. So, we will
continue to post out the number you had
last time, which is exactly half of the full
membership of your tower. Should you
want more hard copies, please do email
me on Newsletter@nsacr.org.uk.

The Association of Ringing Teachers (ART)
http://ringingteachers.org/ seems to be
one of those “marmite” things.
It
definitely divides opinion, which has
always seemed a bit strange to me
because in its simplest form ART boils
down to a couple of day courses. Last
year ART ran over 60 such courses for
almost 600 ringers and there were over
190 accreditations. The numbers speak
for themselves – ringers come on the
courses and accredit because they want
to, not because they have to – and they
wouldn’t do it if they didn’t think it was a
good thing to do.

Continuing the theme of communications,
I would like
to draw your
attention to
the
NSACR
website
which
has
had a much needed overhaul and is now
looking absolutely fantastic. A huge thank
you to Chris Adams and Dave Simpson for
all their hard work; they have produced a
website that is good to look at, easy to
navigate, and has all that you need as a
member, whatever platform you are
on. Go to www.nsacr.org.uk

However, I’m being a bit disingenuous, as
ART is much more that its courses. Take
for example the first few months of the
year which are always busy with both the
national ART Awards and the ART
Conference (both open to all ringing
teachers.) A great picture of some of the
pupils from Colerne School, Wiltshire with
their certificate and soon they will be
deciding which ringing project they will
fund with their £400 prize money.

Finally, enclosed with this edition of
ClapTraps are the subscription letters
from David Simpson, with thanks to him
for organising it all, and Phil for printing
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The next edition of ClapTraps will have an
article again from ART which will help you
to move your new learners on to call
changes in an easy and manageable way
– a taster article is already on our website
in case you have learners you would like
to move on now – look for ‘Kaleidoscope
Ringing’ on the website. The spring 2020
edition will have diagrams and fuller
information on thelearning outcomes and
teaching methods.

The
ART

Conference provides an opportunity for
ringers from all over the country to listen
to speakers talking about a wide range of
topics. Some speakers are well-known
(we couldn’t go to Worcester without
hearing from Mark Regan) whilst others
are new to ringing and gave some
thought-provoking
and
sometimes
uncomfortable insights. In the words of
one delegate: “The ART Conference was a
breath of fresh air; a room full of ringers,
but enthusiastic ringers, motivated
ringers, ringers who want to make ringing
better. People who believe it's not just
about bell ringing, it's actually about bell
ringers. Can't wait for next year!”

TRAVELS WITH THE BELFRY
This year it was arranged that the
Lichfield Diocesan Mobile Belfry was to be
taken to a primary school in Ashton –
under –Lyne on May 20. I agreed to tow it
there so long as I could find a suitable
companion to ride shotgun. My friend
Robert White (Ipstones ringer) and I set
off to collect it from storage the day
before. It was stored
overnight in our
barn. My husband
Patrick said, “A
mobile
belfry
Darling, what’s that
for?
Shotgun
weddings?”

So, if you’re undecided about ART why
not have a look at our website. There’s a
couple of videos of teachers who’ve been
on our courses explaining why they found
them so useful. And have a look at our
other schemes, workshops and products.
Hopefully you’ll find something that
interests you.

Patrick’s Impression
We had to be in Ashton-under-Lyme for
6.30am which meant leaving at 4.30am It
was a fine May dawn, misty and still as we
drove to the M60 which skirts South East
Manchester. Sections of this road are
elevated and out of the mist loomed the
occasional blackened church or
abandoned mill faithful to Lowry’s
interpretation of this locality on a greywhite background.

Lesley Belcher
Two of our local TCs (Dilhorne and
Caverswall) are going through the ART
course at the moment, and they are more
than happy to share their experiences
with you, should you think it might be
something you would want to do. Contact
them via the NSACR website, through the
relevant tower email address.

As the calm but determined lady voice of
Google Maps guided us to the school,
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Robert remarked, “Now there’s a Head
Girl you wouldn’t argue with.” She got us
there on time to allow erection of the
belfry. Ray Daw (Stoke Minster ringer)
came to manage this process. He knows
all parts of the belfry from every angle
and the recruited helpers soon got to
know him and from this point onward no
one questioned his authority. Thankfully
Robert and I were given coffee and bacon
sandwiches.

The belfry didn’t go back to its regular
storage but remained in our barn after
Ashton-under-Lyne. “Because it’s only a
week till the County Show, you will take it
there won’t you?”
On May 28 Ray rode shot gun and we
delivered the belfry to Stafford
Showground.
At the two day show the aim is to interest
visitors in ringing and let them have a go
under the guidance of experienced
ringers, (and
this is one of
the
merry
bands
staffing the
tower
on
that not-sosunny first
day)
from
the
North
Staffs
Association;
on day two
the Lichfield and Walsall Archdeaconries
Society of Change Ringers (with whom the
belfry is shared) were in charge. Hopefully
this results in many new recruits to the
art. Once the belfry was unhitched my job
was complete. So while Ray directed
belfry erection I was led astray a few
times
by
Charlie
Horritt (left, with dad
Nigel, who with mum
Lisa
from
North
Staffordshire
Association of Change
Ringers) were also
helping.

By the start of the school day the sun was
shining and the belfry was ready to help
the children celebrate their arts day
which harmonised with the ‘Bells for
Peace’ theme of the Manchester
International
Festival.
The
children paraded in
their costumes –
many dressed as
bees – the famous
symbol
of
Manchester.
Meanwhile,
Ray
had to coach a band
of experienced local
ringers to ring on
this belfry as the
action is different
to that of tower
bells.
The children loved
the bells and as
the day progressed
many had a go at
ringing
and
thoroughly
enjoyed
themselves. How
many
will
remember
that
part of the day and
perhaps join a tower at some point?

On return from our
adventure Charlie was
keen to show me what
he could do as the belfry now was ready
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for action. He rang several of those rather
flighty bells like a professional! He’d have
made an excellent deputy-coach for Ray
at Ashton-under Lyne.

into the sodden ground and continued
winding resulted in a fatal ‘click’ as the
mechanism reached the point of no
return. David calmly dismissed most of
the helpers, jacked and secured the trailer
with blocks to the correct height and
removed the defunct jockey wheel. I was
SO glad he was there.

The belfry was partly dismantled and
packed onto its trailer by the Lichfield &
Walsall ringers when I arrived with
shotgun rider Barry (partner of Liz
Fitzgibbon Ipstones ringer) to tow it home
the following day. Ray was missing so
there seemed to be a tad of head
scratching about this process and it was
not achieved swiftly. Meanwhile Barry felt
we should check out alternative towing
vehicles.

While the belfry was erected I drove to
HFB Trailers in Rudyard for a replacement
jockey wheel, which ONLY David was
entrusted to fit onto the trailer from a
firm base of wood block on the squelchy
ground.
The belfry was manned cheerfully by Ray
and his wife Wendy, Lydia Earnest,
Lizanne Petit, Len Venables, Rebecca,
Jenny Beech and other ringers from
Stone. They helped the Festival attenders
who tried it to have a good time.
The next outing was to Bromborough on
the Wirral for St Barnabas’ Church Fair on
June 14. This was a two day trip. One to
deliver and two to collect. Robert towed
with his Defender on the delivery day, I
was shotgun and Ray and Liz Beardmore
(Caverswall ringer) formed a posse in the
back seat. Robert had requested that the
Head Girl also be perched on the
dashboard. However, her authority was
seriously diminished by the traditional
roar of the Defender in motion! We all
contributed to the noise level by talking
loudly too, so
safe
arrival
was a relief.

Barry’s choice of towing vehicle
Finally we were homeward bound. As we
moved off from traffic lights we noted
that several bells rang with the motion.
This continued for the rest of the journey
and we were disappointed when no one
attempted to “stop us and buy one”.
The next engagement was the Stone
Festival on June 8. The day started,
continued and finished with unremitting
rain. Only us British think it’s normal to
pretend this is not really happening.
David Jack (Ipstones tower captain) was
shotgun rider, experienced manager and
erector that day and helpers were at the
showground when we arrived. One
enthusiast dropped the trailer’s jockey
wheel and began winding. The wheel sank

St Barnabas’
Church Fair
Bromborough
Ray had a jovial team to direct for
erection of the belfry – humour being part
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of locals’ DNA in that part of the world.
They were worked hard and drily said
they were not going to be on site the
following day! Liz and I took the relaxed
option, seats, tea and refreshments. Once
on the main road the return journey was
relatively quiet from the passengers, few
can sustain sound level competition with
a Defender.

Two or three
years ago, she
ran
some
"Improvers
Courses"
to
help progress
the local band
and
invited
both learners
as well as
Tutors who are largely ART qualified.
Down the track; the local band has
progressed to Plain Bob Minor level which
kick starts the next course.

Ray and I returned in the afternoon of the
following day to dismantle and tow home
– with my Discovery – a more acoustically
civilized option. Our helpers of yesterday
were there of course and although they
pretended not to be pleased to see us
they pitched in and worked hard at the
task and the wise cracks flowed freely.
They are too numerous to remember but
one in particular produced so much mirth
there was almost an accident working at
height. I was holding the ladder for Alex
when he said, “Move to the side while I
get my leg over.” Only someone with a
scouse-like accent can get away with that
and obtain laughs all round.

I joined them for the Monday to Friday
ringing
and
stayed
in
their
accommodation - which is not mandatory

The belfry was returned to its base having
given so much entertainment to its hosts,
helpers and transporters. Hopefully it has
also recruited many new members to our
associations – I certainly know of one who
has added her name to a band after
having a go at the County Show. Well
done Lichfield Diocesan Mobile Belfry!

but certainly very handy.
Teaching
included exercises to improve listening
and timing and dodging wrong amongst
others but also encompassed classes on
method learning using leads, coursing
orders and place bells. Lots of ringing also
occurred and the students managed to
start six to eight new methods as well as
attempt Quarter Peals. We all progressed
very well - learners absorb information
more fully when it's given in a block like
this, rather than spread over weeks and
months.

Lucy Naish, St Peter’s Alton

TULLOCH RINGING SCHOOL
Tulloch Ringing School in the Scottish
Highlands is run by Helen McGregor; ART
Patron and her husband Peter who have
set up a wonderful facility with a 7 cwt
ring of 12 and a separate light ring of 8
bells called "The Last Tower".

The tutors were excellent and provided
helpful advice, explanations, hints and
tips - and lots of praise, but also
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appropriate nudging and waving when
necessary. They were all volunteers and
gave their valuable time freely, asking
only for an optional contribution to ART.
The course itself cost £75 which was a
bargain and probably barely covered the
food and drinks over the five days.

We could not let that go
without a visit to the pub.
Lucy Naish, before she
deserted us for Alton,
arranged the purchase of
his portrait by a local
artist.

Lunch was included in the 10-5pm days
with frequent tea/coffee stops and
copious chocolates on hand. We also had
the option of attending evening sessions
from 7-9pm which included treblebobbing practice which everyone took up.
You really get as much out of these
courses as you put in.

After obtaining approval
from his wife Hilary, we presented it to
David as a small token of our continuing
appreciation for all his hard work trying to
whip us, thankfully not literally, into
shape.

We love
Caverswall

a

wedding

at

On Saturday, 27th July, two bell ringers
from Caverswall were married Jason &
Dinah (4th & 5th from left) with the
Caverswall band), at St. Peter's church.

In summation, I loved it! I believe I
emerged a much better ringer than when
I started - not surprising really when you
consider the hours equate to about six
months practice nights.
Go Tulloch & ART!"
Rosemarie Harris

There was standing room only in the
church where the bride looked stunning
in a white and red dress, attended by 3
bridesmaids in red
and equally as
stunning.
The
church
was
decorated
with
white red and
pink flowers. As
the weather was
wet
the
candelabras were
lit.
After the
ceremony
the

NEWS FROM THE
TOWERS
Ipstones
Our venerable tower
captain reaches 80!
David Jack, Ipstones tower
captain, celebrates his 80th
Birthday
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3rd August at Stone at the first attempt in
42 minutes.

bride and groom climbed the spiral
staircase to the ringing chamber and rang,
much to the delight of the congregation.
A quarter peal was then rung, Grandsire,
Bob doubles, St Martins, St Stevens and
April Day.
After their reception (a
splendid affair at the Red House, just
across from the church), Dinah and Jason
left for a honeymoon starting in Buxton
and ending in Edinburgh.

1260 Doubles (2m)
240 Grandsire & 1020 Plain Bob

Visit to Dilhorne
We were visiting our grandparents on a
family holiday from Australia when their
next door neighbour, Margaret, invited us
to
learn
about the
historic
Dilhorne
Church and
the
traditional
skill of bell
ringing. We were all very excited, because
there aren't many old churches in
Australia and this was something unique
for us to try. Dilhorne Church definitely
didn't disappoint, a 1000 year old stone
church is something you won't find in
Australia! The octagonal shaped bell
tower had originally been a lookout tower
for the village but was successively
heightened in both 1166 and 1550 to its
present three storeys. It was a little scary
climbing three floors up on a steep rickety
wooden staircase to see the six massive
bells up close and the large wooden
wheel
mechanism that
is used to ring
them. It was also
fascinating
to
see
the
mechanical
insides of the
present
clock
which
still
chimes on the
hour every day despite being over a
hundred years old. The best part was

Stone
Yanni Falkonakis passed his A level exams
and is going to study Marine Engineering
at
Strathclyde
University
–
congratulations to him from us all at
NSACR.
Wedding Anniversary
Wedding anniversary compliment to
Margaret and David Simpson –
congratulations on many years of happy
married life, and here’s to many more,
from all of us at NSACR.

Quarter
Peal
1 Alex
Godon
(back left)
2 Leonard
E
Venables
(back, 2nd from left)
3 Jennifer M Beech (front, 1st from left)
4 Margaret Simpson (back, 3rd from left)
5 David C H Simpson (C) (front right)
6 Rebecca Durham (middle front)
1 & 6: First quarter at first attempt

Rebecca Durham, who learned to ring as
part of Ringing Remembers and Alex
Godon, who learned to ring as a
Christmas present from his wife, both
rang their first quarter peal on the
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when we actually got to chime the bells
ourselves by pulling on the long ropes and
then watching and listening to the expert
bell ringers as they practised different
sequences of the six bells. It looked like a
better workout than going to the gym for
the group of ringers to get those huge
heavy bells swinging and it took real skill
to get the timings in sync to play the
different tunes. They obviously have done
lots of practice.

the Middle East and concurrently was the
Deputy Coalition Commander of a multinational force of over 115 warships drawn
from 22 different countries. In
‘retirement’ he maintains business
interests as well as a host of voluntary
activities. However, the call of the sea
remains strong and, despite limited
yachting experience, Keith has recently
been training to take part in four major
legs of the 2019-2020 Clipper Round the
World Yacht Race starting in the Autumn.

Nicholas (aged 10), Benjamin (11) and
Dominic (7) Fuller - Sydney, Australia.

Ruth’s careers in
secondary
school teaching
and
college
lecturing were
managed around
the
serious
business
of
bringing up two
daughters. She,
too,
is
an
inveterate
traveller. Among
her more exotic sounding postings was a
spell as Personal Assistant to Her
Majesty’s Ambassador in Bahrain. More
recently and for a while after the move to
Eccleshall, Ruth was archivist for former
Foreign Secretary, Lord Douglas Hurd of
Westwell.

Eccleshall Ringers spliced!
On Saturday 22nd June 2019 Holy Trinity
Eccleshall
bell ringers
Ruth Martin
and
Keith
Winstanley
rang
to
celebrate
their own
wedding.
Soon after
they moved
to Eccleshall
in
2013
Keith
started to learn to ring. Ruth was soon
persuaded to join in too and they have
become valued members of the regular
‘Sunday service’ band, taking part in, and
organising, many of our wider social
activities.

Ruth now combines the role of
grandparent with activities such as
quilting and learning to play the
saxophone, as well as looking after the
bees, the chickens and the dog!

Keith’s Royal Naval career of some thirtyfour years saw him serve in every class of
warship from minesweeper to aircraft
carrier. He went on to command a
minesweeper, two destroyers and an
amphibious command ship. For two years
he commanded all UK maritime forces in

On the eve of the wedding, a celebratory
quarter peal was rung to wish them well
for the ‘big day’.
Keith joined the whole band for the
general ringing before the ceremony and
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Ruth braved the stairs in her long dress to
ring afterwards.

Rung to celebrate the marriage of Holy
Trinity ringers Keith Winstanley and Ruth
Martin. Short called change performances
before the wedding included the groom
and after the ceremony both bride and
groom.

Group Picture:
L to R: Brian Burrows, Phil Tomlinson,
Warren Griffiths, Jennifer Burrows, David
Danby, James Went, Keith Winstanley,
Mary Sharp, Chris Adams, Wendy
Baskerville, Rosemary Wright, John
Bradshaw, Norman Sharp.

Saturday, 22 June 2019 (10–3–11 in G♯)
Called Changes and Stedman Triples
1 Chris Adams 2 Wendy E Baskerville 3
John R Bradshaw 4 Brian L Burrows 5
Jennifer M Burrows
6 David J Danby 7 Warren J Griffiths 8
Mary W E Sharp 9 Norman Sharp 10
Phillip J Tomlinson
11 Vicki Tomlinson 12 James Went 13
Keith Winstanley 14 Ruth L Winstanley 15
Rosemary E Wright
Rung to celebrate the marriage of Holy
Trinity ringers Keith Winstanley and Ruth
Martin. Short called change performances
before the wedding included the groom
and after the ceremony both bride and
groom.

Photographer: Vicki Tomlinson.
Friday, 21 June 2019 in 45m (10–3–11 in
G♯) 1250 Yorkshire Surprise Major
1 Warren J Griffiths 2 John R Bradshaw 3
Mary W E Sharp 4 Brian L Burrows (C)
5 Rosemary E Wright 6 Norman Sharp 7
David J Danby 8 Chris Adams

Stoke
On Thursday 23rd May 2019 the ringers of
Stoke
Minster
rang for the
new
Lord
Mayor
Councillor
Jackie
Barnes

Rung on the eve of the marriage of Holy
Trinity ringers Ruth Martin and Keith
Winstanley with warmest wishes on
behalf of the whole local ringing
community.
Saturday, 22 June 2019 (10-3-11 in G♯)
Called Changes and Stedman Triples1
Chris Adams 2 Wendy E Baskerville 3 John
R Bradshaw 4 Brian L Burrows 5 Jennifer
M Burrows 6 David J Danby 7 Warren J
Griffiths 8 Mary W E Sharp 9 Norman
Sharp 10 Phillip J Tomlinson 11 Vicki
Tomlinson 12 James Went 13 Keith
Winstanley 14 Ruth L Winstanley 15
Rosemary E Wright

L-R back: Ray Daw / Wendy Daw / Rob
Barcroft / Geoff Burton (TC)
L-R front: Heather Whieldon / Margaret
Carnall / Josie Martin / Margaret Burton
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local media attention, quite rightly. One
factor that is still a concern is the fund
raising.
Although we have many
donations for the project we are still
£20,000 short of the £150,000 target –
any donations, however small, would be
greatly appreciated and would make a
huge difference. Maybe you can do a
fund raiser?
Perhaps you know of
someone who might like to sponsor this
project, or know from where a grant
could be sourced? You may wish to make
a personal donation? Details on how you,
or anyone, can donate can be found on
the Stafford website, in the project page

NSACR SOCIAL
This year’s walk, lunch and ring took place
in and around Sandon. After meeting at
Sandon
church,
everyone
set
off
across the
Sandon
Estate,
pausing at
the Trentham tower and taking in the
stunning views. The route then took the
group down past Sandon hall and across
the A51 to the Trent & Mersey Canal.

(see http://www.stafford.thebellringers.org.uk/),

where you can also follow the progress of
the work.
Hanley to Stafford
On Thursday 25th July the bells in the

Luckily the weather was good, and it was
nice to think of all those brides getting
married across the region were not
getting soaked; (lots of apologies from
members for not making it because of bell
ringing for weddings).

former church of St John Hanley were
removed from the tower and are now in
Nicholson’s Engineering works awaiting
refurbishment. Quite a few onlookers
witnessed this unusual event, including
ringers from Stafford, Stone and Alton
and people visiting the antique shop
which is in the main church building.
Present was Father Richard Grigson, the
Rector of St Mary’s, Stafford - the
eventual home of the bells. The Stoke
Evening Sentinel was also there – which
resulted in a report of the event
appearing in the paper on Saturday, go to:

Lunch was a leisurely affair at The Dog &
Doublet and was followed by ringing at
Sandon. Our thanks to Nigel Horritt for
organising the day and leading the walk,
and to Sandon for hosting.

HANLEY BELLS
Thank you to Selwyn Jones for the
following piece updating us on the Hanley
bells. It’s a great story that got lots of
10

https://www.stokesentinel.co.uk/news/lo
cal-news/look-stoke-trent-church-bells3140644 )

to be manoeuvred to the east side of the
tower using combinations of blocks and
tackle and brute force! A temporary
barrier was fitted into the louvre aperture
in order to
prevent
people falling
out of the
tower 80 feet
below.

Two bell hangers, Tim and Peter, together
with a team of volunteers from Stafford
and
Haughton
had spent
the
previous
three days
dismantling
the
bells
and frame
ready for
the
removal
process.
Some
of
the bells were lifted to the sides of the
tower and some were made ready to be
lifted from their pits on the removal day
itself. The tenor weighs just under a
tonne. All the bells together with the
fittings weigh about five tonnes. There
are 10 bells in all.

The removal
day itself was
not without
hitches. The
crane
lorry
couldn’t get
into
the
church
entrance at first because 2 concrete
bollards in the driveway prevented the
rear of the vehicle from being able to
swing round. The problem was solved by
Nigel and Rob as they got the SDS drill out
to break up the foundations of the
bollards and they were then able to be
removed! The lorry was brand new and
at first the driver could not get the
hydraulics to work. After a few phone
calls the problem was solved. Once the
crane was in place the bell removal went
very smoothly and they were on their way
to the bell hangers by 3.30pm.

The final part of the process was to take
out
the
north
louvre
window
from
the
tower
as
the
bells
would be
removed
from
this
location.
This was no
easy feat as
steelwork
had to be
cut and holes drilled for new brackets for
re-installation later. The louvres then had

One of the conditions of the listed
building consent was to install a plaque
into the main body of the church to detail
the move of the bells and to highlight the
fact two of the bells were WWI
memorials. The design of this took some
time in agreeing the design and wording.
Thanks must go to Derek Knowles, a
Stafford Ringer with family ties to Just
Granite, who very kindly donated the
materials and fitting of this plaque, which
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The next stage of the Stafford bell
restoration project is for Stafford bells to

be removed and taken to Nicholsons.
This will take place in November. The
installation of the bells back into Stafford
is expected to start in February 2020.

happened during the same week that the
bells were dismantled.
By the way, Friday saw the re-fitting of
the louvres, and the concrete bollards –
tidying up, of course!

The bells final destination – St Mary’s
Church, Stafford
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STRIKING COMPETITION
Another sunny day in Staffordshire saw
this year’s 6 Bell Striking Competition take
place at Kingsley, in which there were 7
bands, two of
them scratch
bands.
Our
two judges this
year
were
Matthew and

Gail Lawrence from the Shropshire Guild.
All the usual elements were there,
fantastic ringing, nervy ringing, a
fantabulous tea which Kingsley offered
for free, the raffle and then there was the
feedback from the judges.
Striking Contest Results:
Ringing Order (and team photo in order):
1 Stoke
2 Rolleston on Dove
3 Stafford
4 Scratch A
5 Stone
6 Eccleshall
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Results:
1st: Stone 14 faults
2nd: Stafford 17 faults
3rd: Stoke 26 faults
Scratch B: Silver (No photo of band….soz!)
Eccleshall: Silver
Scratch A: Bronze
Rolleston on Dove: eliminated; this was
not their day!

Matthew began by congratulating all the
teams. He told us that his own first
entries in striking contests gained the
lowest marks ever. He also admitted that
he was the one on the tenor at Kingsley
for the raise, which went up wrong, so
wondered if he was the best man for
being a judge, although his wife was a
reliable listener. (As Matt is the Ringing
Master for the Shroppies, this was clearly
modesty, but we loved him for it.)

Stone: 6-Bell Shield
Stafford: Archdeacon Borrett Cup, the
committee having decided prior to the
contest that this would be awarded to the
band coming in 2nd place
David
Simpson, TC
from Stone
receiving the
trophy

The Judges’ Summary
1 Doubles: generally good ringing; no bad
errors.
2 Doubles: a very good practice, with
good use of the time. Sadly, fired out in
test piece.
3 Doubles: some very good ringing.
Leading a bit too quick at first, but settled
well.

Raffle

4 Call changes: some bad patches, took a
while to settle, then became a pleasure to
listen to.

1st prize - Barry Gooding, he with a love of
cakes won the Carnall cake of magnificent
proportions.

5 Doubles: best tenoring of the day, very
experienced sounding ringing; good to
listen to.

2nd prize - Wendy Daw, some very Fancy
Hand Cream
3rd Prize - Young Charlie Horritt, a jar of
Wendy’s home made jam, for his toast in
the morning.

6 Minor: ringing minor can be a
challenge, lots of faultless stretches of
ringing, let down in patches.

Thanks to Margaret Carnall for running
the raffle again, and for the magnificent
first prize, but also thanks to everyone for

7 Minor: a very good piece of ringing
indeed.
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supporting the event and who bought
tickets; the raffle raised £70 for the
Association.

steam locomotives in order to certify
them as being safe to run.
Ringers will remember his jovial manner
and would never see him irate. In his
presence, whilst others around him were
getting flustered, he would always be
there to make light of the situation and
make the atmosphere calmer. He did not
have the ambition to ring advanced
methods and would happily ring the tenor
behind to any odd bell method.
Socialising with other ringers was as
important to him as the ringing itself. The
Stafford band always appreciated his
company, especially in the pub after
ringing where he was able to regale us
with tales of life with BT and his
encounters with officialdom in his typical
avuncular manner. A peculiarity was that
whilst ringers knew him as John, everyone
else knew him as Colin. He rang 20 peals
(19 on the tenor behind) and his name
appears as either Colin J. or John C Evans.

Kingsley’s marvellous tea was offered free
of charge, but a pot was handed round for
donations.
Well done to all who took part and came
along for the fun!

JOHN COLIN EVANS
(1936-2019)
John first came to Stafford in 1953 at the
age of 17 to start work as an apprentice
for
Bagnalls
who
made
steam
locomotives. He had learnt to ring at
Builth Wells and he soon joined the
Stafford band. His ringing abilities in
these early years were improved under
the guidance of Dick Warrilow, Stafford’s
tower captain, who took him and other
members of the band to surrounding
towers.
Shortly after moving to Stafford John met
Iris but he then was called up for national
service, serving some time in Cyprus. On
returning to Stafford, John married Iris.
They had two children, Tony and John
(who were taught to ring by their father).
For many years John worked as a
telephone engineer for the GPO, which
later became BT. John was very much
involved in the Communication Workers
Union and became branch secretary. He
took early retirement and then worked
for Coop Funerals driving a hearse.
John’s other interest was in railways and
he was a member of several preservation
societies. He maintained his professional
status as a boiler inspector. This enabled
him to travel the length and breadth of
the country to inspect newly restored

John, who passed away earlier this year,
fondly remembered by Selwyn Jones
On his 80th birthday members of the
Stafford Sunday service band rang a peal
of Grandsire Caters. It was shortly before
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this that John rang for the last time at
Stafford. He had been diagnosed with
heart failure and was unfortunately no
longer able to manage the stairs. John
passed away on 2nd July aged 83. His
funeral was held in St Mary’s Stafford,
with the eulogy given by one of his former
BT colleagues, Ken Dartford. The church
was packed with his family, friends and
ringers. There was half-muffled ringing
before the service with John’s sister,
Glenys, joining the band. The tenor was
rung 83 times. John was proud of his
Welsh heritage and would often go to
Cardiff to see Wales play rugby. It was
appropriate that the funeral service
finished with a rendition of ‘Land of my
Fathers’ sung by the Welsh Guards.

cream, bring to the boil then reduce the
heat to a simmer.
3. If the sauce is too thin, simmer the
stroganoff until the volume of liquid has
reduced to the desired consistency.
4. Sprinkle with the chopped parsley.
Serve with boiled rice or delicious with
chips!! For a twist add a slice of Brie or
Stilton, and flash under the grill until the
cheese has melted. Delicious!

CARNALL PLEASURES
MUSHROOM STROGANOFF
Ingredients ;
25g butter
1tbls oil
160g finely slice onions
400/500g mushrooms any kind or mixed
1 garlic clove crushed
1tsp ground paprika or a twist of black
pepper
Pinch chilli powder (optional)
50ml white wine
1 teaspoon of tomato purée
100ml vegetable stock (made from a
stock cube)
100ml double cream
Chopped parsley
Method

For your news, articles, learning
outcomes, great ideas, please email us
on newsletter@nsacr.org.uk – our spring
2020 edition deadline is 25th January
2020.

1. Melt the butter and oil in a large pan.
Add the onions, mushrooms, garlic spices
and wine and cook for 10 minutes until
soft
2. Stir in the tomato purée stock and

And to keep up to date with everything,
please go to the website at
www.nsacr.org.uk
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