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more of the younger members in NSACR,
Hello!
and I would certainly second that.

New Year, new beginnings

So, the email to send your information
and photos (we like photos, good ones
tell
a
thousand
stories)
is
newsletter@nsacr.org

A massive thank you to Lee Cooke for
editing and producing Clappertrappings so
well for the past loads of years. She truly
deserves
her
retirement
from
that role, but she
has promised help
to
the
new
incumbents, which
is fantastic news for
us.
So let me
introduce myself,
Helen
Thurstan,
Dilhorne, new(ish) ringer and Editor for
Clappertrappings, ably assisted by my
Assistant
Editor,
Lydia
Ernest,
(excellent
ringer,
from
Stone,
who
learnt at
Barlaston.
Lydia has been ringing for about 8 years,
and is a technological whizz too).

NSACR - Who’s Who?
President:
Parker

The Venerable Matthew

Committee
Chairman: Nigel Horritt
Secretary: Rosemarie Harris
Treasurer: Lisa Horitt
Ringing Master: Robert Barcroft
General Committee Members:
Alan Walters, Lucy Naish, Lizanne Pettit
Non-committee Management Posts
Bell Adviser: David Jack
Deputy Ringing Master: Jenny Beech
Education Officer: Phil Gay
Membership Secretary: David Simpson
Peal Secretary: David Simpson
Public Relations Officer: Nigel Horritt
Safeguarding Co-ordinator: Ray Daw
Newsletter Editor: Helen Thurstan
Web Page Editors: Chris Adams and Dave
Simpson
100 Club Organiser: Chris Adams
Central Council Representatives: Tim Hine
and Jan Hine (one vacant)

We really want to hear from you about
what is happening in your Towers, what
you have done, when, who joined you,
what you have planned, and so on. Lydia
has a valid point and reason for joining
the team – she would like to hear from
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Other Posts

Ypres Belgium, St George’s
(8, 6-1-11)

Handbook/Report Editor: Sue Kingman
Lichfield Diocesan Mobile Belfry Trustees:
Liz Beardmore and Phil Gay
Independent Examiner: Steve Mellor
Tuesday Daytime Band Co-ord: Jean
Nixon

Chester Diocesan Guild
Saturday, 2nd February
An experience abroad, by
Lydia Ernest
Steven Stoker organised the trip which
saw me travelling abroad for the first
time. It was quite an experience. We
rung the quarter peal, and this was my
second time calling a quarter of Bob
Doubles. I also got to ring Cambridge
Major and lead ringing down. The band
was mostly from outside NSACR, but
there were two of us there.

Photos of Who’s Who on our Committee
coming in the summer edition….

Do we need an excuse to ring?
No, but here’s some good
reasons to do just that!
Thanks to Jackie Kent, Dilhorne
19-2-1819 – Henry Haley born – he was a
bellringer who conducted the first peal
outside the British Isles at Philadelphia in
1850
3-3-1869 – 150 years when Sir Henry
Wood, Founder of the Proms, was born
4-4-1949 – 70 years since NATO was
founded
2-5-1519 – 500 years since the death of
Renaissance Architect, engineer and
painter, Leonardo da Vinci
24-5-1819 – 200 years from Queen
Victoria’s birth
5-6-1949 – 70 years for the first
appearance of Noddy, in ‘Noddy goes to
Toyland’, by Enid Blyton
28-6-1919 – 100 years from the signing of
the Treaty of Versailles and the formal
end to the First World War

Back, left to right
5. Carl McCarthy 6. Fran Cohen
7. Martin Ellis 8. Harold Cataquet
Front left to right
4. Lydia Ernest (c) 3. Sandra Penson
2. Gillian Caulfield-Pleavin 1. Tom Neston

This is a few of our favourites – there’s
more – full list on our website!

The numbers alongside the names represent the bell
rung by that person in the quarter peal.
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6-Bell Striking Contest
Venue TBA



A date for your diaries:
Saturday, 1st June 2019
Times - from 3pm to 7pm, with the
contest starting at 3pm, with tea and a
meeting between 5 and 7pm



This contest is fun! You get to meet loads
of other ringers, try new bells and maybe
even win that coveted trophy.
If you haven’t heard of this competition
before, then some of the rules are below
to give you an idea as to how it is run,
what you have to do; all the rules are also
on our website. We can get through a
number of teams in the afternoon, so
please do get your band together and get
your application in.





each team will have 20 minutes to
complete both practice and test piece.
If call changes are rung every bell
except the tenor must be called to
lead and no bell shall be called to
move more than one place at a time.
The signal to the judge(s) to begin
marking the test piece is the ringing of
the treble bell for two whole pulls. The
rounds before and after the test piece
will be marked. Failure to stand will
not be penalised. Any team failing to
complete the test piece shall be
eliminated from the competition.
The winning team will be presented
with the Anderson Trophy. The
Archdeacon Borrett Cup will be
awarded by the committee for merit.
Both trophies are retained for one
year.
The decision of the judge(s) is final.

Competition Rules
 The competition is open to any Sunday
service band within the Archdeaconry
of Stoke-on-Trent.
 A tower may enter more than one
team. No person may ring in more
than one team.
 Each team may include one visitor.
 The order of ringing will be decided
before the competition by any method
the committee decides and a
representative of each team will be
notified.
 The test piece will consist of 120 or
240 changes of method ringing (Minor
or Doubles) or alternatively 4 or 8
minutes of call changes. The length of
the test piece will be decided
according to the number of teams
entering. If the shorter test piece is
used, each team will have 15 minutes
to complete both practice and test
piece; if the longer test piece is used

Last year’s winners, Stafford Band

The New Members’ meeting
2nd February 2019 – Dilhorne
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heard again when Armistice was declared
on 11th November 1918, when the church
bells erupted spontaneously across the
country to mark the end of the war. The
aim was for those 1400 new ringers to
ring in their memory on 11th November
2018!!
This caught her attention… So she jotted
down the details...and Bekcy now picks up
the story.

Rob Barcroft, Ringing Master and Sue Boden,
from Stone

Firstly, I had no
idea that bell
ringing was open
to all – I assumed
that there would
be queues around
the
block
of
willing
people,
just waiting for a
“vacancy” to come up – WRONG !
Secondly, I assumed that you would have
to be part of the congregation, or be
invited in by a life long member of the
tower – WRONG !

New
ringers
under
the
watchful eye
of Jenny
Beech

Finally and most importantly, the idea of
1400 new ringers all ringing together in
the memory of those lost and fallen
ringers many years ago, seemed a brilliant
way to commemorate them and at the
same time, keep the traditional British art
alive, helping to ensure that the bells
continue to ring in towers across the
country.

Personal accounts from two of our new
members, Rebecca Durham, Stone and
Lucy Naish, Ipstones
Becky tells us that last August, she was
listening to the radio when she heard the
Tower Captain of Walsall St Matthew’s
church appealing for people to join the
“Ringing Remembers” campaign. They
wanted to recruit 1400 new bell ringers,
in memory of 1400 bell ringers who lost
their lives during the First World War.
Most church bells across the UK remained
silent throughout the war, and were only

So I joined up… and have been hooked
ever since.
I ring at St Michaels in Stone, but still go
to St Matthews in Walsall for extra tuition
whilst I’m “learning the ropes”.
On Saturday 2nd February, me and many
other ringers, braved the sub-zero
temperatures to take part in the New
Members meeting, organised for new bell
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ringers to meet up with other ringers, to
find out more about
the NSACR, and to
ring together on
Dilhorne’s 6 bells.

which deserve an article all on their
own…….
So thank you to all who were involved in
making this a very enjoyable day, for
making us new members feel so welcome
to your towers, and for all at Dilhorne for
hosting us for what will hopefully be the
first of many more enjoyable events.
Rebecca Durham, Stone.

We were welcomed
by Rob Barcroft,
Ringing Master and
Jenny Beech, Deputy
Ringing Master, who
introduced
themselves to the
new ringers, and set
the tone for a friendly, relaxed afternoon.
Nigel and Lisa Horritt, Chairman and
Treasurer of the Association also came
along to meet and encourage the new
ringers, (and their daughter Isabella did a
fantastic job of selling association
badges). We also met Rosemarie Harris,
Secretary.

And then we heard from Lucy Naish:
Dilhorne Does It!

Didn’t we have a
brilliant time the day
we
went
to
Dilhorne..........

This beautiful old
church, which has
been so skilfully
restored, is such an
excellent venue for
worship,
quiet
reflection and busy
social
gatherings.
It’s hard to score on
so many levels for
both individuals and
the community but Dilhorne does it.

Ringing began at 2.30pm with the first
hour set aside for new ringers – it felt
great to think that none of us were
ringing 12 months ago… and now here we
were handling the bells and “mostly”
ringing in some sort of order. Telephone
numbers and email addresses were
exchanged along with invitations to each
others’ towers.

And I haven’t mentioned the bells yet!
They were the focus of the NSACR New
Members meeting on February 2nd.

Whilst we were ringing, The Dilhorne
Damsels were busy in the kitchen
preparing tea, which I heard from my
friends at St Michaels was going to be
special, and did not disappoint. Slow
cookers full of roasted butternut squash
soup, chicken, pasta, beef and vegetarian
chillies and vegetarian and chicken
curries, along with vegetables, salad and
rice waiting for us once we’d finished
ringing. Then there was cheese and
biscuits, and the most amazing cakes

As members new and established arrived
they were welcomed with a smile and a
hot drink and there was time to look
around and chat to everyone. This is
much easier than it might sound as going
into an unfamiliar setting and talking to
people you haven’t met before may feel
daunting. But my experience as a novice
ringer (twelve months) has taught me
that it is made easy by other ringers who
are enthusiastic to welcome and
encourage new recruits. They genuinely
want to know where you are a band
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member and what stage of ringing you
have achieved already so that they can
motivate you to keep at it!

Education Matters
A message from Phil Gay
Email at education@nsacr.org.uk
The most important message about
education and training is that we need to
hear from you, our members, as to what
you need to improve!

I first attended a meeting of the NSACR
last year (with a little voice in my head
saying ‘whatever are you doing here’). I
was welcomed immediately and although
I asserted I was only there to watch, I was
put into action at a level I could cope with
and came home smiling!

By the time you read this a morning on
basic maintenance will have taken place.
I also plan to do sessions on raising and
lowering, which in my experience are
often neglected when ringing is taught.

At Dilhorne the ringing chamber is on the
ground floor and spacious so this is
practical for novices and improvers, who
benefit from having an experienced ringer
stand with them when ringing, and for
bystanders to observe the skilled ringers
work through methods.

More of our towers are now installing
simulators, and I am planning a session on
How to Get the Best from your Simulator.
This is not simulator practice, which I can
also help with, but advice and practice in
using a simulator productively.

And that is how it was. The NSACR
community came together to give the
clear message that there is something at a
meeting for everyone. Improvers can ring
at their level and learn to aim higher with
the support of knowledgeable partners
and accomplished ringers can practice
their demanding methods and inspire us
all.

An encouraging development over the
last few years has been the growth of
regular sessions to enable ringers to make
progress at various levels – call changes,
basic method ringing, surprise minor and
surprise major. These all provide good
opportunities to practise things which
may not be within the capacity of your
own band, and benefit not just the ringers
who go to them but the bands they
belong to. The way to make progress in
ringing is to ring with ringers who are
better than you, and the culture of ringing
has always encouraged this. When I was
a teenager, it was “get on your bike”.

I needn’t mention the excellent tea
because I know it was unforgettable. But
please also remember each meeting will
have something for you – so all you have
to do is go, connect with the local ringing
community, give it your support and
you’ll go home smiling! Lucy Naish,
Ipstones

In the past, most ringing events needed to
be on Saturdays to make them accessible
to all, but this is no longer the case, and I
will be happy to arrange events at
whatever times suit you, duplicating if
necessary to suit everyone. Please let me
know what will be of interest to you, and
what times are acceptable.

If you would like to host the New
Members’ Meeting at your Tower, please
get in touch with Rosemarie Harris:
secretary@nsacr.org.uk
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Activity Groups

Tuesday Daytime Band–Jean Nixon

There are several activity groups
operating in our area, such as the Tuesday
daytime band, a weekly learner practice
and monthly Surprise Minor practices and
the Call Change Practice. If there are any
other regular meetings, please let us
know, because it all helps to develop the
skills of our members – and they are all
great social occasions too. We have
featured two of the groups this time
around.

The Tuesday Daytime Band (TDB)
arranges daytime ringing activities on the
third Tuesday of each month; includes
three sessions of ringing and lunch.
Venues are typically in North
Staffordshire. We welcome all standards
at TDB, preferably those who can ring
plain hunt or more. Attendance varies
slightly from month to month, but is
mostly LAWASCR members, with a few
NSACR, Shroppies, Brummies and Derby
Assn.

Call Change Practice–Chris Adams

The next few months are:

I have been involved in a monthly Call
Change practice which has now been
running for 18 months. The aim of the
group is to ring for pleasure in a friendly
atmosphere while having the chance to
improve things such as striking, leading
and finding the bell to follow.
Encouragement and opportunities are
also given to start doing some calling.

March 19th Penkridge and Bushbury
April 23rd (not Holy week) Walsall and tbc
For further information contact Jean
Nixon on email
tbd@nsacr.org.uk
More Events
Wednesday 20th February - Surprise
Minor Practice – Dilhorne (More details
about this in the Summer edition)

Another important aspect is the
opportunity to network with other ringers
in the area. Quite a few of our regulars
have been able to help each other out
with things such as ringing for weddings,
services and other special occasions.

View the full list of Association events
here:
https://www.nsacr.org.uk/event_list.php
?year=2019

Our practices take place on the fourth
Tuesday of each month usually starting at
7:30pm. In the main, we ring on six or
eight bells, but occasionally venture on to
ten. We cater for a range of experience
from just starting to old stagers like me
who enjoy ringing call changes. The
minimum standard is being able to ring
rounds unaided. So if you would like to
come along, just look on the Association
website (www.nsacr.org.uk) for details of
our practices or contact me, Chris Adams,
on email

The 100 Club
What is the 100 Club?
The Association runs the 100 Club to raise
funds for the Bell Restoration Fund. The
way it works is that members pay a
subscription of £12 per year and are

ag-callchanges@nsacr.org.uk .
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entered into 5 draws through the year.
There are four prize draws, usually at
business meetings, and one Superdraw at
the Association's AGM. If fully subscribed
the first prize will be £50 at the prize
draws and £100 at the super draw.

2 balls stem ginger
¼ teaspoon cinnamon
1 teaspoon bicarbonate of soda dissolved
in 1 tablespoon warm water
150 ml full fat milk
2 eggs beaten
225g plain flour.
3 tablespoons icing sugar mixed to a stiff
paste with the syrup from the stem
ginger.

Joining the 100 Club
Joining, and so helping to support the Bell
Restoration Fund, is simple. Just click the
enrolment form link at the bottom of the
relevant page on the web site, print a
copy, fill it in and return the form to the
100 Club Organiser, or ask us to send you
a form.

METHOD:
Preheat oven to 170o gas mark 3, line a
dish. I use a glass Pyrex dish 24/6
x20/22x4/6cm.
In a saucepan melt together the butter,
sugar, treacle, grated ginger, ground
ginger, and cinnamon over a slow heat
until melted. Cool a little, add the milk,
eggs and dissolved bicarbonate of soda.

Prize Draw winners were announced at
the New Members meeting.

Letters to the Editor

Put the flour into a large bowl together
with the chopped stem ginger, pour in the
liquid mixture, beat well until well mixed
and smooth. (It will be a fairly runny
mixture, this will make it sticky later.)

I walked past the church and I clearly
heard two bell-ringers arguing.
They were having a right old ding-dong….
Note from Eds – no
more terrible jokes as
long as you send us
your letters and
articles….

Pour into the prepared tin and bake for
45-50 minutes until it firms up and a
skewer inserted comes out clean. Leave
in the tin until cool, then remove.
Spread the icing over the top, cut into
squares, top with some chopped stem
ginger. Serve and await congratulations!
Margaret Carnall, Caverswall

Carnall Pleasures
Sticky Gingerbread
(served at New Members Meeting)
INGREDIENTS
150g butter
100g golden syrup
60g soft brown sugar
50g black treacle
1 teaspoon finely grated ginger
1 teaspoon ground ginger

Items

Summer's
Clappertrappings, to be with us by Wednesday
10th May please, to newsletter@nsacr.org.uk
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